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D.I.Y STAINING A DECK
The timber deck is an Australian icon and an
integral part of our great love of outdoor living and
entertaining. But constant weather, wear and tear
mean you need a proper maintenance program to
keep it looking great. To ensure your deck stays in top
condition, print this booklet and refer to it throughout
the maintenance process.

Ready to Recoat?

CHECKLIST
High quality deck brush
Hose line with trigger
gun or high pressure
washer
Paint stirrer
Water bucket
Long handled broom

Lambs wool
applicator
Paint tray
Power drill or
screwdriver
Deck cleaner
Decking stain
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Proper Preparation
1.	Before staining the deck check for loose,
cracked or rotting boards, and replace them if
necessary – using the same timber.
2.	Next, clean the deck with a specific deck cleaner.
Look for the dilution instructions on the container
and prepare in a bucket.
3.	Wet the deck thoroughly with a hose then apply
the diluted cleaner and scrub into the grain.
4.	Leave it for 10-20 minutes, then clean it off with
a hose or high-pressure washer.
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Choosing a STAIN
Decking stains come as oil or water-based,
and each have their own benefits. Oil based
finishes penetrate into the wood very well,
but take longer to dry and generally require
more frequent recoating. Water-based product
dry faster, have a gentler odour and are water
washable. Some are even formulated to
last longer than oil based finishes. Both are
formulated to repel water, resist mildew, and
prevent fading caused by UV exposure.

homehardware.com.au

Call 1300 131 843 to find your nearest store

The proper hardware store®
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PROPER STAINING
STEP 1
Before starting ensure you stir the stain in a scooping
motion and in between coats (pic. 1a).
For best results, use a high-quality deck brush or lamb’s
wool applicator, and avoid applying in full sunlight.
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For corners and other difficult areas, such as steps,
railings, and decking board ends, use a deck brush
(pic. 1b).
Dip your brush in the tin and wipe any excess off the
brush using the rim of the can.
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STEP 2
Pour the deck stain into the paint tray, dip your applicator
in the tray and evenly press out any excess on the tray
ridges (pic. 2a).
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Apply in even long strokes in the direction of the grain.
Cover the full length of 2-3 boards at a time, applying it
well into the board (pic. 2b & 2c).
To avoid a streaky finish make sure you keep a wet
edge on the applicator and do two coats.
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Finally, make sure to seal the end grain of each
decking board (pic. 2d). This helps to prevent rotting
and water damage.

STEP 3
Allow for appropriate drying time for your stain, before
applying the second coat.
Drying time varies between products and can be up
to 24 hours, or longer if the humidity is high. Most
water-based products dry quicker, allowing two coats
in one day.
Sit back, relax and enjoy your new deck.

Find more proper DIY advice at homehardware.com.au
This instruction leaflet has been produced to provide basic information and our experienced staff available to answer any questions you may have. However, the use of this
information is on the understanding that Home Timber and Hardware (including its author, owners and proprietors) disclaim all and any liability for any damages or other
amounts found to be recoverable resulting from such information, even when given negligently or attributable directly or consequently upon any act or omission of
Home Timber and Hardware. Should Home Timber and Hardware be found liable in any way for the information provided, the user acknowledges and agress, that such
liability shall be redeemed null and void. The user is advised to call in a qualified tradesman, such as an electrician or plumber, where expert services are required.
Warning: There may be by-laws or regulations of councils or statutory bodies that need to be fulfilled in the leaflet.

