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Pavers aren't only
atiractive and practical,
they also stop my claws

from getting too long!

So let's get into it.

Cet the Knnw low



Where to start

A path constructed of brick or clay pavers gently
meandering through the garden can be an
attractive feature. If feeling a little more
ambitious, why not try laying some pavers
around the barbecue? They'll give the area a
lowely natural feeling, perfect for when a few
friends drop in. There's guite o range of pavers
from square, kexagoral and tneterlocking destigns,
s0 hawe o good look before starting.
Manufacterers of pavers are an excellent sowrce
of informaetion and thetr brochures also show the
maney patterns waed when laging pavers.

Just rememben, if paving near the house, allow a
gentle fall-away for the water to eacape.

What vou will need

With the right tools and materials, paving can be

a fairly simple job. For preparing the ground,

a shovel, rake, stringline, stringline level or
earpenter's spirvit level and tape measure are
needed. If it's a big area to be tackled, eonzider
hiring a bobeat for the excavation work. For laying
the pavers, a mash hammer and rubber mallet,
together with a piece of timber are required.
Cutting equipment will alzo be necesgary, such as a
brick bolsterfpaver splitter and masonry saw.

A trowel is also handy. To finish the job off, consider
a vibrating eompactor, which ean be hired.

Materials reguired

A hair broom, pavers, erushed rock and river sand
are alzo needed.

Pavers

Measure out the area, then talk to the supplier who
will advize on the quantity of pavers the job requires
Crushed rock

Usze rock T5mm thick for areas such as patios and
eourtyards, but make it 100mm thick if cars will be
driving over it.

River samd

Allow one cubie metre for each 40 square metres at
25mm and one eubic metre for each 20 square
metres at S0mm thielk.

A flat piece of timber i needed as a screed board.



Cement mix, some timber stakes and long lengths of
timber to usze as formwork (at least 75 x 22mm
lengths) are also required.

Think the project through. Aceurate planning is the
key to success,

Size check

Knowing the exact size will assist in purchasing the
exact amount of materials. Nothing should be
wasted.

Level check

Think about drainage to ensure water does not
remain on the area after heavy rain,

some agienltural pipes now can overeome some
agony later!

Traffie check

The amount of traffic the paving has to handle will
dictate the choice of pavers. Pavers of 50mm are

guitable for paths and patios but 65mm pavers are
needed for driveways.

Product check

Pavers come in a variety of shapes and sizes:
square, rectanpular, hexagonal and interlocking.
There is a choice of eolour, too. Take some time and

choose well.
e

{Diagram 1 - Varioua pevera)

Site preparation

stake out the perimeters of the site. Run string
from stake to stake at the levels required for the
finished job. Check that the levels are right.
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Dion't forget to allow for a slight run-off slope away
from your house or other buildings.

It i= now ready for exeavation. Remove the grass
and topsoil down far enongh to accommodate the
recommended levels of erushed rock, sand and
pavers (Diagrams 3 and 3a).

Preparation i= paramount. The surface must he
level with no soft 2pote. Fill any =oft spots with
rubble or crushed rock and compact thoroughly.
Hire a mechanical eompactor if neceszary.

The next step i the formwork. Position the boards
around the boundary and drive the stakes in behind
each board at one-metre intervals. Congider drilling
holes in the formwork and fastening the boards to
the stakes with wire.

Make sure the tops of the boards are level.

(Diagram § - Bagic paving et wp)
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Rock fill

spread the crushed rock over the prepared surface
- at least Tomm for paths and patios. 100mm for
driveways. Compact it thoroughly.

Sand fill

Spread an even 30mm layer of damp sand over the
crushed rock. Make certain medium river sand or
gharp sand 1= used.



With the help of a sereed board, smooth the sand to
a uniform level (Diagram 4).

Make a sereed board by
eutting a notch at each ;
end of a length of timber £

wider than the area P

being paved. Cut the _ Y
notches to give a sand {Diagram 4 - Sevoeding the aond)
level 10mm less than the height of the paver to
allow for later compacting,

mereeding is a simple operation, but help may be
needed on wide areas. Sereed and pave in stages of,
gay, two or three metres at a time. It's easier that way.

Laying the paving

Btart paver pattern from outside the sanded area.
Always begin at a corner. If the job is on a slope,
gtart on the down side and work up.

|
Place the pavers on the sand and allow a 2-4mm pap

between each one. Gapping provides room for the
Jointing material at the final stage.




UUze a trowel to position the gap.

Every square metre or =0, tamp the pavers level
with a rubber mallet and a piece of timber.

Work steadily in a eirele moving the timber like
the hands of a clock and check the result with a
apirit level.

Large areas may call for the use of a mechanieal
compactor with a piece of old carpet fitted to the
plate to protect the surface.

If there i= a need to walk or stand on 7 ol
newly laid paving, use aplankor ] 5 =
a piece of plywood to spread the ! —‘;Lﬁ)

body weight.

Pavers for edges or corners may
have to be cut. If 20, make a
groove on each side of the
paver with a mazh hammer and
bolster and finizh the job with

a sharp blow.

Hire a paver zplitter or a brick saw
for big joba.



If the project can't be completed in one day,
it's wise to trmnp one metre of the edge in case
overnight rain disturbs the fill.

When all the pavers are in position and level, spread
with fine sand and fill the gaps by sweeping gently
with a hair broom.

Usze a dry mix of six parts fine sand and one p-art
cement for steep prades.

When totally satisfied the gaps are filled and the
aurface iz level, brush away the excess fill and use a
fine spray to gently wet the surface. The idea iz to
wet the surface, not wash it away!

Finishing tonches

Toprevent the paving from spreading or sinking,
some form of permanent border is recommended.

If the formwork is treated timber ar hardwood,.
leave it in place. i

The formwork can be replaced with upright pavers
to make a decorative edge.

Another trick is to lay a coneealed concrete edge in
a treneh below the surface level, cover with zoil and
sow grass to the edge of the pavera. -

Remember that Rome wasn't built in a day. Don't
rush. Do it right, step by step, and the paving will
last a long time,

Tips from the trade

Have paver and sand suppliers deliver to a spot as
close ag possible to the work area.

Never use beach sand - it contains salt which ean
stain the pavers.



Importamt: This instruetion leaflet haz been produced
to provide basie information and our experienced staff are
available to answer any questions you may have. However,
the use of thiz information is on the understanding that
Home Timber and Hardware (including its author, owners
and proprietorg) diselaim all and any liability for any
damages or other amounts found to be recoverable resulting
from such information, even when given negligently or
attributable directly or conzequentially upon any act or
omission of Home Timber and Hardware. Should Home
Timber and Hardware be found liable in any way for the
information provided, the nser acknowledges and apress
that such liability shall be deemed rmall and void. The naer is
advised to call in a qualified tradesperson where expert

advice is required. =

et the Know-How at your local Humkture:
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