“This brochure will mive
you a guide to growing
vour owin plamts from
seedl. For any farther help
or afdlvice vou may wanit,
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How to...
Grow Plants from Seed

Heed raising can be the eagiest and most
rewarding method of obtaiming plants for vour
garden. If you follow these simple steps you'll
be delighted with the results.

What you will need

1. Choosing your seed

Really fresh seed can give up to twice the
germination rate of seed that has been kept for
too long. Check the ‘use by’ date printed on
most seed packets.

2. Seed sowing mires

Heed sowing mix should be free draining, yet
capable of holding sufficient moisture to allow
the seeds to germinate. Never uze conventional
potting mixes for seed sowing., Many contain
levels of fertiliser which can burn sensitive
yvoung roots or will canse seedlings to grow
abnormally quickly.

Ask us at HOME to recommend the best
quality Seed Raising mx.
3. Containers

There are a bewildering array of pots, trays,
tubes and containers suitable for use. Just
remember that it is better to use a larger
container so that you can spread your seedlings
out. Over-crowded seedlings will be thin and
weak and make poor plants.

Getting Started

1. Cleaning your containers

Pots and containers should be cleaned
thoroughly before use. Soils caked to the side of
the pot ean harbour dizseases. Washing with



disinfectant and a few
drops of household
bleach, washing Liquid
o a proprietary
brand of garden
cleanser should do
the triele Rinse
containers with elean

1. B the seed
water before filling bad g °

with fresh =o1l. Dry thoroughly.

2. Filling with mix

Fill the container loosely with seed raising
mix until it i= slightly proud of the rim. Serape
off the excess with a piece of wood to leave a
level surface. The seed raising mix should now
be compressed to form the seed bed.

The easiest way is with a flat-bottomed
wooden press. Make yvour own from oddments of
timber shaped so that they will just fit into your
container. A piece of wood naled to the back of
the press will make it easier to use.

The mix should be compresszed so that a gap of
about 25mm (one ineh) iz left around the
container, enough to allow for top-dressing and
watering. Trv to keep the pressure even, as you
are aiming for uniform conditions for your seeds.

Sowing Your Seed

1. Be Prepared!

(ften the most eritical stage of the whole
process is the act of transferring seed from the
packet onto the seed mix. Enthusiasm can turn
to horror as the precious seed is zpilled onto the
floor and oblivion. Many of the pitfalls ean be
side-stepped by planning your operation.

Have all your containers filled and prepared
and other equipment ready before opening the
seed packet.



Always read the
instructions on the
packet first. They will
usually tell you how
and when to sow as
well as highlighting
temperatures required
for germination.

Certain types of
seed, such as many species of Australian native
plants, may need specal preparation before
planting, such as soaking in hot water for a
period of time.

Choosze a genzible work place (unless you are
sowing mn-gitu in the open garden). Always sow
seeds in sheltered conditions well away from
breezes and draughts.

2. Sowing

Some seeis can be as fine as dust so take care
when opening the zeed packet. Make sure that the
seed 1s opposite the end before being opened. The
packet itzelf can now used as a dispenszer. Cut off
the corner, tip the packet forward, shehtly
tapping it so the seeds fall out of the opening.
Whilst you are doing this, move the packet slowly
over the surface =o the zeedz are broadecast
evenly. Uneven sowing can be rectified by gently
teasing =eed into gaps using a blunt knife.

Unless they are very large, avoid handling the
seed with your fingers. Your sweat containz a
variety of acids and chemicals which can damage
thin walled seeds, even preventing them from
germinating.

2. Sowing the sead

3. Watering

When the seeds have been sown they should he
watered in. Pots containing larger seeds can he
watered in from the top uzing a watering can
with a fine rose.



For fine seeds, soak the container in a bath of
water. Ensure that the level does not come over
the sides of the pot. Leave to soak until the
surface 15 evenly wet, then lift them out and
allow to drain.

Ongoing care

1. Watering

Continue to water sparingly until
germination keeping the mix ‘dark’ damp
(ie. moist not wet) until seedlings emerge. As
they grow stronger, thorough but less frequent
watering is required. Morning rather than
evening watering is best.

2. Gernunation

Place the seed trays in a position where they
can germinate. Choose a well lit area with good
ventilation. On very hot days, move the tray to
a zemi shaded position.

Information regarding 1deal temperatures 1=
usually written on the back of the packet or
can bhe found in gardening books. If growing
in a greenhonse,

pots should e
be placed ?\ e,
where they ¥ -"'—"ﬁ
receive \ & !
sufficient F,

heat and
light.




Planting Out:

1 Maldng transplanting holes 2 Removing

ngoing Care continned...
3. Pests

Slugs and snails love to graze on young,
suceulent seedlings and a night of their
attentions ean be catastrophie. Take the
precaution of protecting your seedlings by
sprinkling a little snail bait in and around pots.
Inspect the seedlings as often as possible,
cleaning up the bodies of unfortunate vietims.

4. Diseases

Damping off disease turns the base of the
seedling brown and lkalls it. The disease 1s
encouraged by planting seedlings too close and
by overwatering. As a preventative measure,
seeds can be watered with a copper based
fungicide — ask for adviece from your Home
Hardware.

5. Feeding

Fertilize with half strength Thrive, Aquasol,
Maxicrop or Nitrozol Soluble Fertilisers about
once a week after the seeds germinate.

Flanting Out

Onece your seedlings are big enough to handle,
(start to overcrowi each other) prick them out
individually into seed trays or pots filled with a
suitable potting mix. Before transplanting into
the trays or pots, make a hole uzsing a dibber or



3 Gantly agparate saadlings 4 Place in holas

wooden peneil, deep enough for the roots to
dangle straight down. Remove the seedlings
from their tray with a knife or spatula. Make
sure that you only hold them by their leaves, as
the stems can easily break. Gently separate
each seedling and place it in the hole you have
made.

It is advisable to leave the plants outside
with partial shelter so as to harden them off.

Onee your seedlings are growing, pot them
on mnto a quality potting mix.

Raising plants from seed is really fun.
Best of all, you're likely to be inundated with
more plants than you ean handle. Give them toa
neighbour — you can always take pride in your
efforts, after all you raised them yourself!




Importami: This instruction leaflet has been
produced to provide bazic information and our
experienced staff are available to answer any
questions you may have. However, the uze of this
information is on the understanding that the Home
Timber and Hardware (including its author, owners
and proprietors) disclaim all and any liahility for any
damages or other amounts found to be recoverahle
resulting from such information, even when given
negligently or attributable directly or
consequentially upon any act or omission of Home
Timber and Hardware. Should Home Timber and
Hardware be found lable in any way for the
information provided, the nzer aclnowledges and
agrees that such hability shall be deemed null and
void. The user is advised to call in a qualified
nurseryman or gardener where expert advice is
required.

Get the Enow-How at your local Home Store:

Get the Know-How
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