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TIMBER AND HARDWARE

This bechure will give
vou a guide to building
a Timber Letterbox.
For all materials, tools and
any further help or advice
vou may want, just come
and see us at HOME.

Get the Know-How




Timber Letterbox Made Easy

Malke sure your mail is delivered

clean and dry.

The letterbox is often cne of the postman’s biggest
headaches! Either it's not there, it's falling to bits orit%s
barely large enough to take standard mail. Aetually, we
are the firat to eomplain if our letters ave erumpled or wet.
S0 avold the hasales and boild yourself a proper new
HOME letterbox.

It%s easy and when finished, youw'll have an asset to your
home that is assthetically pleasing and practical

Our HOME design has an added function - holding
newspapers and magazines dry. They slip neatly under the
specially designed section which protects them from the rain
- don’t you hate a wet newspaper?

Tools Reguired

This is not a complicated project, but you will need these
tools to make the best job: fine handsaw, electrie deill, jigsaw
and cirenlar saw, wood drill bits (augers), elaw hammer, nail
punch, gpivit level, & elamp, pencil, carpenter’s aquare,
measuring tape, marking gauge, waterproof ghie and spade.

Materials

You ean make this HOME letterbox from one (1) length of
dressed Radiata Pine 2100x200x19mm, selecting a length
with the least amount of knots. Az an alternative you may
prefer to nze exterior grade plywood - sheet size:

1200900 189mm. Plywood has a better strength/weight ratio
than zolid pine timber and retains its shape in all climates,
however, like pine, it must be stained or painted to suit the
surrounding environment. For the snpport pest, use Treated
FPine {marked H4)or Bad Gum 20x90x1500mm.
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Timber Component List

Roof pes 410x175mm
Sides 2pes  330x175mm
Floaor lpee  330xZ30mm
Front & Rear Ends 2pes 230x185mm
Shelf lpee  290x190mm
Dioor lpee  146x120mm
Supports 2pes 150x90mm
Side Blocks 2pes D0x3lmm
Poat Ipee  90x00x1500mm
Treated Pine or Bed Gum sole plate for bottom of post.
Additional Materials

Galvanised bullet head nails - 40mm

Brass wood serews - 10 off SimmBg efsunk
Plated butt hinges - 38mm

Small hagp and staple

Waterproof ghoe and woodfiller

Bag of readymix conerete

Meazuring and Cutting

The ends - cut one (1) piece of board 230x185mm. Make sure
you measure and aquare it very accurately. Then clamp this
piece on top of the main board and aaw ancther piece the
game size ( Diagrams 1&2) using a piece of 2crap wood under
the jaw of the elamp to prevent marks on the piece vou have
just eut.
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Grmm

118mm

1 PP

Now meazure the roof angle by marking a centre line down
each end piece you have just eut out, then measure 118mm
up from the botbom. Square a line acrozs the width. A line
should then be drawn from the 118mm mark one each edge
up to the top of the centre line - now eut the rocf angle

i Diagram 3}

4omm 10mm hoks
~— 230mm ——= |

PrIRETREE

Deor

1
] ]
1 1
1 1
1 [
1 1
| 1
|-|.'—15|Jmn-| —1-|

e—

The door opening and mail slot - the deor opening is cut out
of the rear end - 150x118mm. Measure up 118mm from the
bottom edge at each side and aquare a line aevoss; now
measure in 40mm from each side and mle lines down to give
the required door opening size. Drill two (2) holes (10mm
drill bit) in the top two (2) eorners, then ent along the top
line and down the side lines with a jigsaw ( Diagram 4.

For the Mail 8lot in the front piece, measure up 118mm from
the bottom at each side and 2quare off; then, again from the

bottom, measure up 98mm and square off. Use a 25mm spade
bit: and drill a hole 25mm in from each end and et along the
linea to form the slot, clean off the edges with sandpaper

i Diagram S}

The sides, bottom, door and roof - To make two (2) identical
A30x175mrm sides, cut as previously outlined above for the
enda. Now meagure carefully and ent out the marked section
on hoth sides to 118x1%mm ( Diagram 5).

Other eomponents to be eut now ave: the floor 30023 0mm,
inside shelf 200x190mm, two (2) curved front and back
brackets, each 15000 mm ( Diagram 6&T) and two (2) post
supports 90xE0mm.

The roof is made by cutting two (2) pieces 410x175mm. 4 30
degree angle will need to be cut using a block plane to ensure
that the roof joing neatly and evenly at the peak {Diagram 8).

Depending on how accurate you were at entting, vou may
have tn make some adinstments to the imn anele at the neal.
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STEP 4

Assembling the pieces

Start by assembling the two (2) ends to the twoZ) sides,
spreading the waterproof gloe evenly along the rebates and
nail the sides. Repeat the same action for the hottom piece,
making sure all edges are flush. You can now fit the maide
shelf to the sides, using ghae and nails, once the shelfia flush
with all edgea.

Now put the roof pieces in place, a section at a time; align the
pieces with the apex - allow an overhang of at least 20mm at
each gide and about 30mm front and back. Glue and nail in
place. The second roof section iz then positioned, checling for
fit before gloing and nailing. Punch all nails juat below the
timber surface.

Cut out 2 amall recess in the door and opening to allow the
hinges to fit neatly. Next screw the hinges in place and male
sure the door opens and closes freely, then align and fix the
hasp and staple eateh for each cloaing,

Lastly, on the bottom of the floor, mark the centre of the
letterbox and from this point measure and draw in the
overall post size, Now position the fizing b locks, $x30mm,
flush with the side lines and fasten to the bottom with glae
and 2x5lmm screws for each plece. Now add the curved
supports with glue and serews to the back and front to add
stability and appearance. Place the letterbox on the top of
the poat and drill a 4mm hole through both fixing blocks and
curved supports and secare with Slmm serews.




STEP

The Concrete Base

Dig a hole 400mm deep and place a sole plate in the bottom
of the hole. Place the post with the letterbox on the top into
the hole standing on the sole plate (Diagram ) Use diagonal
bracing to make sure that the post staye plamb (Tiagram 10)
- use a spirit level Pour wet readymix concrets into the hole
around the post and compact well. Leave 34 daya for the
conerets to set properly and remove the bracing.

THagram 9
Setting post in coneree

THogram 10
EBracing the post

STEP 6

Proieciing Your New HOME Letierbox

To finigh your project, punch all the nail heads just below the
timber surface and fill the holes with wood filler: Then fully
sand the whole letterbox and sandpaper, rounding off any
sharp edgea. To finish, coat the timber with a good quality oil
baged exterior paint or pigmented stain to protect the timber
and add to the final appearance of your new HOME
letterbox
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Tips Fram The Trade

* Ensure you measure the timber accurately twice before
¥ou eut it onee,

* Dirill small pilot holes for nails that are near edges to
avoid splitting the timber and always puneh the head
below the surface, fill with wood filler and sand smooth.

* Remember to stain or paint one eoat on all the timbsr
pieces before assembling your project. This will help to
seal the joints and add to the life of your letterbox.

* Always uge galvanised nails andior serews to avoid
unsightly rust stains.

IMPORTANT: This instruction leaflet has been produced to
provide base information and o experienced staff availabla to
AnEwer anmy questions you may have. Howaver, the use of thiz
infarmation is on the understanding that Home Timbar amd Hardware
(inelnding ite author, owners and proprietors) disclaim all and any
liability for any damages or ofher amounts found to be racoverable
resulting from such indormation, even when given negligently or
attributable directly or consaquentially upon any act or cmizson of
Home Timber and Hardware. 3hould Heme Timber and Hardware be
found lable in any way for the information provided, the wser
acknowledges and agrees that such Hability shall be deemed mll and
vioidl. The naer 1= advied to call in a qualified tradesman, such as an
electrician ot plumber, whera expett services are requited.

WARNING: There may be by-laws or regubations of eonncils or
ahatitory bocies that need to be fulfilled inthe leaflet.

Get the Know-how at your local Home Store:
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