Building a

Stnrage Chest

Made Easy
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“This brochure will give
you a guide io building
a timber Storage Chest.
For all materials, tosls and
any farther help sr advice
you may wani, jusi come
and see us ai Home.




Building A Storage Chest
Made Easy

A storage chest can be a real treasure chest, performing a
wealth of roles and funetions. First and foremost, it ean be a
godsend in solving ever increazing storage woes,

It iz ideal for linenz, bulky bedding, out of eason elothing or
az a general toy depository in the war against those pintsize
human tornadoes. Alternatively, it would be well appreciated
in a gewing room for storing patterns and materials, or even
for more heavy duty storage such as firewood, or as a way to
keep boots tidy near a doorway.

But a storage chest {s also a versatile piece of furniture, often
nsed as 4 caznal seat or even as a coffee table.

Whatever it's used for, rest assured it's not a job that
requires any serions carpentry skills.

Tools Required

We've designed a chest which is 800mm long x 530mm wide
x 530mm high. But the builder may zet individual dimenzions
depending upon needs. The job requires: a wide variety of
tools, starting with a power or handsaw, power drill2 and
bits, power sander and sandpaper, plus a plane, nail punch
and haminer, measuring tape, peneil and ruler.

If fitting hinges, a chisel and a serewdriver will be required.

Choose from butt, strap or long piano type hinges and be
gure also to have serews and bullet head nailz on hand.

Materials required

Baszieally, battens and lining boards are the main materials
tobuild a chest. Buy pieces that are sufficient to be eut to the
required size. Alternatively, many timber merchants will cut
to the exact measurement for a charge.

We've chosen fouse radiata pine, but many other timbers
would be just as suitable and offer a different look altogether.
The bottom, sides and 1id are designed to be made from
tongue and groove lining boards for easy construetion.

140mm lining boards 12mm thick. Ends: 8x 506mm long,
mide: & x 800mm long. Bottom: 4 x 8T6mm long. Top: 4 x
a00mm long. 42mm x 19mm battens (dressed pine) 8 x
424mm (vertical for sides and endsy 4 x 486mm (horizontals
for ends); 4 x 876mm (horizontals for sides); 3 x S00mm

ifor baze); 3 x 468mm (for Lid),



Step 11 The sides

The sides are quick and easy to make. For each side, et four
boards 900mm long, two battens 876mm long and three
battenz 430mm long.

Plane the tongues off two of the boards and the grooves off
two others. Sand the edges smooth (Diagram 1).

Planed tongue Tongue and Groowve

Diagrarn 1 Sand edges smooth

Check everything is square, then tap a set of tongme and
groove boards together with the hammer.

Each zide will eomprise a board without a tongue, two
complete boards, and a board without a groove.

Now nail a 876mm batten along each outzide edge of the
boardz. Make sure it is flush and iz 12mm in from each end.
The three 434mm battens now go crossways -one at each end
and one centred. Then the second 576mum batten is nailed to
the bottom 12mm up (Diagram 2).
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Diagram 2 The sides

Step 2: The ends Diagram 3 Fix side fo botiom

Uze four boards 506mm B0

long to make up each end. e =
Plane off the tongues  qpoh | | |
from the top and bottom
boards and make the
sirfaces amooth. Centre 4%
and nail a 465mm batten
to the top board. Join the
four boards together with I |
a 430mm batten, then fix ¢
465mm batten 12mm from 458

the bottom edge (Tiagram o




Step 3t The hottom

To make the bottom cut four boards S76mm long. Take 18mm
off the groove side of cne board and 18mm off the tongue
gide of another board. Sand the edges smooth. Check
evervthing is aquare then tap a set of tongue and groove
boards together.

Wail the three S06mm battens acrosz the boards. The two

outside hattens positioned 19mm in from the end and 15mm
in from the zide. Centre the third batten acrozs the boards
(Diagram A4
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Diagram 4

Traps to avoid

Be caveful nailing into the end of a piece of timber.
It eam split quite easily. Either drill a starting kole
Jirst or blaent the end of the nail by hitting if with
the hanemer.

To avoid bruisivg the timber with the hammer, don't
nail right to the surface - especially when using
soffwood. Leave about 3mm of the nail standing ther
wse @ nail punch fo recess if below the surfaee.

Tips from the trade

Measzre carefully and accurately. If makes all the
difference to the end reswlt awed it will save miscutting
expensive timber. Measure twiee, cut once.

Always plane with the graie. Dow't take off too mawch
with each sweep,

An easy and acewrate way to eut several pleces of
fimber to the same length is to clamp theme and
measire and et them as one.

Step 4t The Tid

To make the lid, plane the tongue of one 900mm long board
and the groove of another. Sand the edges smooth. Cheek
evervthing is aquare then tap a set of tongue and groove
boards together with the hammer.



Nail the three 460mm battens across the boarda. The two
end battens must be pesitioned 35mm in from the end of the

boards and 35mm in the side edge also or the hd will not

close flush (Diagram 5).
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Step 5t Fix sides to ends and bottom
Mow fix the sides to the ends with nails
The top edge must be fluzh. .

Tum chest over to fit
bottom into recesa
formed by sides and
ends. Nail bottom into
place. Battens on
bottom should be to 2
outgide (Diagram &). Dilagram & Battens to hold sides at top

Tum chest back over fit id. It's really a repeat procesa of the
bottom. Fit the boards together and plane off the outward-
facing tongue.

Just ensure it fite over the chest snugly and will open
smoothly. The edge to be hifted can have a cutaway section in
the centre for eagy hifting. Sand the edge smooth,

Step 6: The hinges
Fit hinges. Chooge either strap
hinges, butt hinges or piano hinges.

Strap hinges are the simplest to fit;
they simply serew in place. Butt
hinges and planc hinges nesd to
be recessged first with a chosel. Diagram 7 Hingas in piace

Fimishing off

The job is ready to paint or stain. But first, fill all the nal
holes with a wood filler. Then lightly sand the cutside to get
a smooth finish (sand with the grain to aveid scratehing).

A stam will bring out the natural beauty of the timber.
Hnwgﬂver,lflt'sérme of the kids, they might prefer it
painted n a bnght, bold colour: Give it an enamel finish that
will stand a bit of treatment and wipes clean.

To hide the bare corners nail a pisce of ¥° pine edge 32mm x
32mm over the corners. This gives a neat fimash. Cut each
piece 535mm.



TIPS FROM THE TRADE

IMPORTANT: This instruction leaflat has bean produced to provide
basie information and our experienced stafl are avadlable to answer
Ay questicns you may have. However, use of this mformation is oo
the understanding that Home Timber & Hardware (induding its
author, owners and proprietors) disclaim any Bability for any damages
or any other amounts found to be recoverable resulting from such
information, even whea it 18 given neghrently or attrbutable divectly
or comsequentially upon any act or omission of Home Timber &
Hardware. Should Home Timber & Hardware be found lable in any
way for the information provided, the user adknowledges and agrecs
that such liability ba decmad null and void. The user i advisad to call
in a qualified tradesman such as an electrician, carpenter or plumber

where mich expert services are required.

Your local Home Store {s:
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